


OVERVIEW
The Gospel of  John stands apart from the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and Luke—gospels that 
present a similar view). It was written later, between 90-100 AD, and has a very distinct style 
compared to the other Gospels. The author of  John is an amazing storyteller who weaves 
imagerimagery, metaphors, philosophical and theological language into a beloved depiction of  the life of  
Jesus. The most obvious and significant difference that John makes is that JESUS IS GOD. John 
does not want anyone playing the guessing game on the identity of  Jesus.  He is not a masked 
vigilante or just a good tvigilante or just a good teacher–Jesus is God. The first chapter affirms that He is the eternal Word 
(from the greek word logos) who was both with God and was God. Jesus is the Word incarnate 
(1:14). Jesus uses the significant phrase “I am” seven times in John, claiming the personal name of  
God as His own. In John, Jesus is always in charge and knows what will happen in advance. “Jesus 
is God” is the very claim that seperates all Christians from every other religion. (i.e. muslims, 
mormons, jehovah witnesses, etc.)

TThe purpose of  the Gospel of  John is found in chapter 20:30-31: “Jesus performed many other 
signs in the presence of  his disciples that are not written in this book. But these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of  God, and that by believing you may have life 
in his name.” John’s greatest hope is that you will believe that Jesus is God and through Him you 
will find eternal and abundant life.

OUTLINE OF JOHN
I. Prologue (fancy word for Introduction) (Jn 1:1-18) 
Not to sound like a broken record, but Jesus is God. That’s the intro. The rest of  the book is rooted 
in and grows from this prologue.

II. Jesus’ Public Ministry.  (Jn 1:19-12:50)
Jesus finds disciplesJesus finds disciples, party‘s at a wedding and turns water into wine, chats with a religious leader 
(Nicodemus), chats with the Samaritan woman, heals people, turns fish and chips in to an all you 
can eat seafood buffet (well...sorta), walks on water, finds out his bff  (Lazarus) dies and then tells 
him that he’s not allowed to be dead, etc.

III. Jesus’ Private Ministry.  (Jn 13:1-17:26)
Jesus‘ privJesus‘ private ministry included his teachings to his disciples on his departure, Heaven, the Holy 
Spirit, Peace, etc. Not only is Jesus teaching his boys, but he is praying for himself, his disciples, 
and all believers.

IV.  Jesus’ Passion Week. (18:1-20:31)
Passion week is the week that Jesus was betrayed by one of  his disciples, put on trial, crucified, 
buried, and then got out of  the grave.

V. Epilogue. (21:1-25) (A proper way to say, we’re done.)
John concludes his Gospel in this chapteJohn concludes his Gospel in this chapter. Now there are also many other things that Jesus did. 
Were every one of  them to be written, I suppose that the world itself  could not contain the books 
that would be written.



ABOUT JOHN
John, his brother James, Peter, and Andrew were all partners in the fishing business before they 
became disciples of  Jesus. John was the son of  Zebedee who was also a fisherman in Galilee. 
John's mother's name was Salome and some scholars say that Salome was the sister of  Jesus' 
mother, Mary. John owned a home in Jerusalem. Shortly before the destruction of  Jerusalem by 
the Romans in 70 AD, John moved to Ephesus. John pastored a church in Ephesus. He 
communiccommunicated with other churches in the area as stated in the book of  Revelation. He advised and 
counseled many people who would later become believers in Jesus Christ as the Son of  God. 

During his life, John wrote the book of  John and the 1st, 2nd and 3rd book of  John and the book 
of  Revelation. Near the end of  his life, it is said that he constantly repeated the phrase, "Little 
children, love one another!" He did that because he believed it was the Lord's most important 
commandment.
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